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S e t t l i n g  I n  a n d  P a c k i n g  O u t 
  As Dave Nafziger was 
making his way across the 
country from Virginia, 
Jesse & Laura Sigmans 
were preparing to drive 
home. Meanwhile, Aaron 
& Sara Gibson, along with 
their children, Tobias (12), 
Talitha (9), Barrett (5) and 
Aravis (1) were preparing 
for their move to DCC .  
   The Sigmans spent 16 
months at camp sharing 
responsibilities with new 
friends and co-workers 
Seth & Brie Ediger, who 
finished a 2-year term in 
December and are now 
back in Portland. 
Jesse & Laura enjoyed 
their time in Oregon and 
found unique ways to use 
their gifts. Jesse, a sea-
soned sportsman, appreciated the opportunities to hunt & fish while 
Laura expanded her photography portfolio by beautifully capturing 
the wonders of creation  found outside their door.  
   In addition to helping with food service, hosting groups and main-
taining the facilities, Laura and Jesse made many contributions to the 
growing Nature Center. Laura organized materials and planned les-
sons that can be integrated into camp activities.  Jesse worked on a 
micro-hydro proposal that could transition Drift Creek  to a more sus-
tainable operation system. They also collected plaster impressions of 
animal tracks that have become a favorite for visitors of all ages.  
   Laura and Jesse are back in Pennsylvania where she is teaching and 
he is working in environmental science. They look back on their time 
at DCC with great appreciation for the opportunity to serve others, 
explore personal interests, build a community with the Edigers, and 
ŜƴƧƻȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ  ǘƘŜȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΦ  

New on-site staff member, Dave Nafziger , 
received happy birthday greetings from retreat guests 

 at one of his first camp weekends at camp.  



 

The 2010 Family Nature Retreat is July 10-11. This program is being offered by the 
Straub Environmental Learning Center in Salem.  The program will utilize the natural 
resources unique to DCC in hopes of sparking the interest of children & families to 
explore the wonders of creation. Activities will include photography, hiking, entomol-
ogy & more. For details or to register, visit www.straublearningcenter.org.  
 

2010 Summer Camps are just around the corner! The grounds are being prepared  and 
plans are in the works to create meaningful experiences for kids grades K-12. Families 
are always welcome to participate in Parent & Me Camp which kicks off the season. 
Visit www.driftcreek.org for more details or to download registration forms. For ques-
tions, contact info@driftcreek.org or call 541-992-2556.   
 

The 2010 Fall Quilt and Scrapbook Retreat will take place Thursday, October 7th 
through Sunday, October 10. Plan to join us this fall to get caught up on projects that 
get pushed aside during the summer months when sunny weather pulls you outside. 
Registration and details are posted online. Look for new technique opportunities! 
 

Join Drift Creek in celebrating 50 years of operation at the 2010 Annual Meeting, 
November 5-7. We are seeking volunteers to lead activities, share stories, donate auc-
ǘƛƻƴ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀπ
tion, please contact info@driftcreek.org or call the camp office at 541-992-2556. 

 

2010 summer  camp: 

MEET GOD  

ON THE  

MOUNTAIN!  

Parent & Me Camp 
June 18-20 

Pastors: Ann & Tom Zelenka   
 

High School Camp 
June 20-25 

Pastor: Eric Ivanitsky 
 

Grades 7 & 8 
June 27ς July 2 

Pastor: Charlene Schrag 
 

Grades 5 & 6 
July 4-9 

Pastor: Phil Rempel 
 

Grades 3 & 4 
July 11-16 

Pastor: Kevin Headings 
 

Surf Camp 
July 18-23 

 

Meet God on the Mountain .  

The goal is to grow closer to Christ and 

help campers identify tools to ñhave in 

your backpack" for lifeôs spiritual journey. 

Campers will climb a different mountain 

each day, learning survival skills needed 

for that particular challenge. Learning 

about God's rules for us with the story of 

Mt. Sinai. Knowing that God is the one 

true God from the story of Elijah on Mt. 

Carmel. Understanding more of who God 

is with the Mystery on Mt. Hermon. Learn-

ing about the importance and power of 

prayer when Jesus prays on the Mt. of 

Olives. Then putting into action Jesus' 

teaching on the Sermon on the Mount. 
 

Visit www.driftcreek.org for information 
& registration forms. Round trip bussing 
from Adair Village or Rickreall: just $10 
per camper. Call Prince of Peace Church 

at 541-745-5840 for details.  
 

Interested in volunteering in the 
kitchen? Contact Glen Oesch at  

503-371-2183 
foodservice@driftcreek.org 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s . . . 

άL ƭƻǾŜ 5ǊƛŦǘ /ǊŜŜƪ /ŀƳǇΦ L [ƻǾŜ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜŜƭ 
ǿƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ L Ŏŀƴ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
breathe. It is comfortable like home. I love 
my special spot by the first bridge where 
the moss drips off the big tree. When I am 
at Drift Creek, life makes sense. But it is so 
much more then all this. It is more than 
just the location with beautiful scenery. It 
is when summer camp is in full swing that I 
feel like I am swimming in the love of 
Christ. I really wish everyone could see all 
the wonderful things that happen there. 
One of my best memories was when I was 
a counselor. I had lost my voice and could 
not sing or talk; all I could do was listen. 
What I heard was beautiful.  I listened to 
kids singing from their hearts praising 
God, echoing through the hills.  Out at 
camp you are free to be you, to worship 
Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ YƛŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
normally sing, sing louder than anyone 
else. It is a place where the distractions 
and pressures of the world are forgotten 
ŀƴŘ ƪƛŘǎ Ŏŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ƪƛŘǎΦέ        -Kayla Mast 

Kayla Mast is excited about her new role as Summer Camp Program Director. Kayla 
grew up at Zion Mennonite Church and spent 5 summers as a DCC camper and 3 as a 
counselor. She attended Western Mennonite School and graduated in 2005 followed by 
studies at Hesston and Columbia Bible College in Canada.  
    As Kayla prepares for camp, she reflects that DCC has been a special place for her 
entire family which has been actively involved on the board and as dedicated volun-
teers.  Kayla commented that DCC has been a huge part of her life and explained, άDrift 
Creek has always been a special place for me. I have grown up there, not just as a 
camper but during the other seasons at camp; through retreats, helping build cabins, 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ 
    Kayla is looking forward  to working with summer staff.  She is anxious to integrate the 
theme into cabin activities. Kayla is especially grateful for all of the pastors who will gener-
ously give their time to come and share with campers; providing a safe place for campers to 

experience God on the mountain.  In her words, άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΗέ 



Sing the Journey & Sing the Story 
song books 
Music stands 
Hymnal accompaniment books 
Stethoscope & blood pressure cuff  
Dehumidifiers for cabins 
Rechargeable AA batteries 
Surf boards & wet suits  
Shelving material and plastic bins 
for dry storage on 4th floor 
Hip waders, fish & butterfly nets 
Sports equipment & inner tubes 
Palm sander, utility trailer 
Tether ball pole & ball 
Plywood to support  mattresses  
Kitchen storage containers 
24-32 qt. stock stainless stock pots 
20 qt. pasta cooker 
Lg. stainless steel mixing bowls 
Lg. & 1/2 sheet baking sheets 
Heavy duty vacuum cleaner  
Plain white tablecloths for lodge 
(preferably round or square to 
cover 4.5 foot diameter tables) 
Laminator or laminating service to 
preserve activities for summer 
camp and the Nature Center 
Postage stamps, printer pa-
per, ink, (Empty ink car-
tridges turned into Staples 
with DCC phone #, 541-992-
2556, earns camp $3 each.)  
Art supplies (call for details) 
Digital cameras for still & video 
LP grille, hall tree, ottoman or cof-
fee table for Yamhill 
Nature-related artwork for the 
lodge & Yamhill 
Volunteers to complete the paint-
ƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ¸ŀƳƘƛƭƭΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ǎƭŜŜǇπ
ing room, bathroom & kitchen.  
Vehicles for donation program 
Transportation for summer staff 
traveling to Camp Camrec July 17. 
Items for counselor welcome bags 
such as: pens, pencils, lip balm, 
sunscreen, tablets or journals, 
snacks, gum, postcards, energy 
bars, coupons, bug spray, etc..
ΧΦsimple items that might be a 
welcome treat for counselors and 
volunteers serving at Drift Creek  
for the summer. 

C A M P  W I S H  L I S T B e n e f i t  D i n n e r  a  G i f t  t o  a l l ! 

More than 100 supporters gathered at Zion Mennonite in Hubbard on the 
мфǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊΗ !ǎ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǊπ
rived, they enjoyed the sounds of Celtic Drift, a musical ensemble featuring 
Kathy Howell, Dave Hockman-Wert, Christopher Green & Kevin Bontrager 
from Corvallis Mennonite. Attendees were escorted by board members to 
tables designed to reflect the essence of Drift Creek complete with lush 
ferns, moss, mushrooms and birds. Nature photos lined the halls and slides 
of campers entertained guests while they were served by a host of teen vol-
unteers, youth groups, pastors and parents. It took a lot of hands to put the 
event together and there were dozens of Zion volunteers behind the scenes 
preparing the delicious food and washing dishes. DCC was blessed by many! 

  A handful of people shared how DCC has impacted their lives. Les Kropf told 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŎŀƳǇΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ 
faced; conveniences that today we easily take for granted. Seth and Brie Edi-
ger reflected on their recent experiences as caretakers. They conveyed how 
living at DCC challenged them and provided opportunities for growth and 
community. Bob Bontrager revealed how his love for the northwest drew 
him to Oregon and how he and his family have been engaged with Drift 
Creek Camp since he was a young man. All expressed gratitude for the insti-
tution of DCC and for the ways their lives have been enriched because of it.  

   The appreciation folks shared was congruent with the presentation of 
guest speaker, Luke Gascho.  5ǊΦ DŀǎŎƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ DƻǎƘŜƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ 
Merry Lea Environmental Center and author of Creation Care: Keepers of the 
Earth. The topic, Creation: A Gift of Love, was demonstrated through lovely 
ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ άDƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄπ
ǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 5ǊΦ DŀǎŎƘƻΦ IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ 
to explore how a place like DCC helps people of all ages grow in their love for 
God--and for everything that God loves. He encouraged guests to nurture a 
άǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƴŘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ  highlighted 
how experiences at special places, like DCC, foster a holistic understanding of 
ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘϥǎ ƎƛŦǘǎΦέ  

   Guests were blessed with great food, fellowship and music; /ƘǊƛǎ [ŜƘƳŀƴΩǎ 
clever wit as emcee, and a powerful and inspiring message from Dr. Gascho. 
In turn, folks generously responded to Board Chair Ken Snyder and treasurer 
!ƴƴŀ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ call for financial support . The evening raised $12,000 for 
capital improvements to sustain Drift Creek Camp for generations to come! 

Seth and Brie Ediger describing the challenges of living rurally at Drift Creek! 



Got hands? 
WE NEED YOURS TO HELP 

 IN THE KITCHEN: 

June 20-25 
June 25-27 

June 27-July 2 
July 4-9 

July 10-11 
July 11-16 

July 30-August 1 
August 6-8 

September 10-12 
September 17-19 
September 24-26 
September 26-27 

October 7-10 
October 29-31 
November 5-7 

November 12-15 
 

Your help is greatly appreciated!  
 

We welcome individuals,  
youth groups, friends &  
families looking to serve.  

 

I f  interested, contact: 

G l e n  O e s c h 
503-370-2183 

foodservice@driftcreek.org 
 

P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  
c a m p e r s ,  s t a f f  a n d  

v o l u n t e e r s  i n  p r a y e r :   

SUMMER CAMP 2010! 
June 14-18. Orientation 
June 18-20, Parent & Me 
June 20-25, High School 

June 27- July 2, 7th & 8th 
July 4-9, 5th & 6th 

July 9-10, Family Nature  
Retreat 

July 11ς 16, 3rd & 4th 
July 18-23, Surf Camp 

  
Come celebrate  
5ǊƛŦǘ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ 

50th Anniversary...  
November 5-7, 2010 
Annual Meeting 

 
More details coming soon at 

www.driftcreek.org. 

A l s e a  P r o j e c t  N e a r s  C o m p l e t i o n 

In spite of cold air and rain, nearly 80 people of all ages, gathered for Drift 
/ǊŜŜƪ  /ŀƳǇΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ aŀȅ нм ŀƴŘ ннΦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ 
into small groups and worked along year-round camp staff to tackle a variety 
of projects. Here are some project highlights: Lodge windows were cleaned 
inside and out. Sidewalks were power washed. The yurt floor was sealed. The  
/ƭŀŎƪŀƳŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎΦ !ƭǎŜŀΩǎ ǎƛŘƛƴƎ 
was stained, trim installed and interior painted. The Activity Center cabin was 
cleaned (no easy task!) and primed in preparation for paint. The Alsea and 
Yurt bunks were painted. The shakes off the former Alsea cabin were chipped, 
along with fallen branches, and then distributed among cabin trails. Trails 
were cleared of overgrown brush and a stone pathway was installed along the 
creekside trail as well as the decommissioning of trails that are no longer in 
use. Lingering 500 pound concrete blocks from the Yamhill construction pro-
ject were removed from the  trail to the Archery Range by very strong and 
creative young men. The bench at Inspiration Point was rebuilt. Inside, volun-
teers performed spring cleaning in the lodge and prepared the pantry for 
heavy summer usage. As usual, the crew in the kitchen worked hard to pre-
pare tasty food for hungry workers.  
   As with most projects around camp, it took a lot of hands to get so much 
done! Winter was hard on camp this year and we are all very appreciative of 
the time and energy that the volunteers generously shared. With camp just a 
few weeks away, it feel great to have accomplished so much in a short time! 


