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Fast Friends & first-time campers Ellie Zehr and Tori Morton . 

  

Campers 

meet god 

on the 

mountain ! 

Summer  

 2010  

 More than 300 campers and staff made their way up the winding 
road to spend a week at Drift Creek this summer. Things kicked 
ƻŦŦ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǊŜƴǘ ϧ aŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ  ǿƛǘƘ 
Surf Camp at Beverly Beach. In between, the cabins, playing 
fields, creek and lodge were filled with activity from sun-up to 
sundown. Each day focused on specific mountains that were sig-
nificant Bible mountains including Mt. Huron, Mt. Sinai, Mt. Car-
ƳŜƭΣ aǘΦ ƻŦ hƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƻǿƴ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘΦ  
   Activities varied from week to week depending on the ages of 
ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎΦ IƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ /ŀƴȅƻƴέ ŦƻǊ 
quiet reflection as well as an adventurous field trip to Fogarty 
Creek concluding with a meaningful fireside at the beach.  Groups 
of younger campers enjoyed Wednesday morning cookouts, 
chapels, firesides, Capture the Flag, craft projects and more.  



2011 Camp Calendar: 

Parent & Me Camp 
June 17-19 

 

High School Camp 
June 19-24 

 

Grades 7 & 8 
June 26ς July 1 

 

Grades 5 & 6 
July 3-8 

 

Grades 3 & 4 
July 10-15 

 

Surf Camp 
July 17-22 

 

Join us in 2011 to participate in 

summer programming at  

Drift Creek Camp.  

Visit www.driftcreek.org in early 2011 
for information, registration details, 

counselor and teen volunteer  
application forms.  

 

Wanna be a kitchen volunteer? 

 Contact Glen Oesch at  

503-371-2183 
foodservice@driftcreek.org 

International Volunteer Exchange Program 
Volunteer, Kamel Rezkalla,(above left)
reflected upon his time at Drift Creek: 

 

I want to thank you over & over for the won-
derful time at DCC. It was so much fun playing 

with campers, enjoying devotions, singing, and 
praising the Lord was totally amazing!  I pray 

to the Lord for the camp. -Kamel Rezkalla 
 

IVEP sent Anna Wang of China, Kamel Rez-
kalla of Egypt, Sok Eng (above right) of Cam-
bodia and [Ŝōŀƴƻƴ aŜƴƴƻƴƛǘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ aƛπ
cah House leader, Matthew Yoder, of Iowa. 

All four made wonderful contributions and 
enriched the summer staff.  

Mountain Tops :  
There is so much to say about 
the staff, volunteers, pastors, 
and all involved. Thank you to 
everyone that was part of 
camp. It was a great summer! 
   This was my third year at 
Drift Creek, but my first as 
program director. It was chal-
lenging, but worth it. Seeing 
the growth in kids as they 
come back year after year and 
hearing what camp means to 
them made it all worthwhile. I 
can relate to the passion so 
many feel about DCC, Some-
ǘƛƳŜǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ά5ǊƛŦǘ /ǊŜŜƪ Ŏŀƴπ
not mean as much to some-
ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣέ ōǳǘ 
it does. You can tell that DCC 
holds a special place in the 
hearts of many just by the 
way they talk about it! 
    Camp is a place where you can finally breathe. Once you drive up that long winding 
ǊƻŀŘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άƧǳǎǘ ōŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
is something that I feel is getting more and more rare as time goes on. Kids can be so 
ōǳǎȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ άƧǳǎǘ ōŜΦέ /ŀƳǇ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Řƛǎπ
tracted by anything in the world and you can just focus on your relationship with 
Christ. At Camp life makes sense. No matter what you have been going through it 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΦ It is a place 
where you feel like you are just swimming in the love of Christ. 
     Every year we plan a theme for pastors to base chapels and firesides from. We inte-
grate the theme into cabin devotions and throughout the week. This year we used 
material from Faith & Life Resources, produced by the Mennonite Publishing House, 
were designed to be VBS curriculum, but worked really well for camp, especially with 
5ǊƛŦǘ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ 
were able to do dramas in the morning to start off our days thinking about the mes-
sage. Then Chapel and Cabin devotions were on the same subject and we had some 
corresponding activities as well. In the evenings, we concluded with fireside. This 
helped incorporate the theme throughout each day. The 2010 theme was άaŜŜǘ DƻŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴέ with the goal of growing closer to Christ and helping campers iden-
ǘƛŦȅ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  Lƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ 5// ǎǘǊƛǾŜǎ 
to equip children with tools to continue their faith walk not only at camp, but when 
they return home. 
    The three goals I had for the summer were: 1, to continue providing a safe place 
where kids can share anything, 2, to have a staff that was both passionate about Christ 
and kids, and 3, to make it out alive.  We met each of these goals! Time shared among 
staff was incredible. You could see and feel the passion counselors had for kids. One 
example was during 5 & 6 grade week. At staff meetings we shared about needs in the 
cabins and how the work was  going with campers. One after another we were so 
ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǿƛǘπ
nessed among campers and each other, etc., that by the end of that meeting everyone 
was in tears, holding hands, and praying. This was a moment that, I believe, showed 
how much the staff was willing to give and how much your children touched our lives. 
    At the beginning I had said that it was going to be a grand adventure, and it was! 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ Thank you to everyone who makes summer 
camp possible.                -Kayla Mast, DCC Summer Camp Program Director 

Yŀȅƭŀ aŀǎǘΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ hΩ [ŜŀǊȅΣ YƛǊǎǘȅ aŀǊǘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƴȅ YŀǳŦŦƳŀƴ  



Campers Jonas Beachy & Trevor Oyer 
 prepare for Capture the Flag.  

C A M P  W I S H  L I S T 
Sing the Journey & Sing the Story 
song books, music stands 
Hymnal accompaniment books 
Dehumidifiers for cabins 
Rechargeable AA batteries 
Shelving and large bins for storage  
Sports equipment & inner tubes 
Surf boards & wet suits  
Plywood to support  mattresses  
24-32 qt. stainless stock pots 
Lg. stainless steel mixing bowls 
2 large & 4 1/2 sized baking sheets 
Upright 5 qt. Kitchen-Aid mixer 
Hand-held mixer 
Plain white tablecloths for lodge  
Laminator or laminating service 

POSTAGE STAMPS, paper, 
ink, blank thank you cards 
(Empty ink cartridges turned 
into Staples w/ DCC phone #, 
541-992-2556, earns $3 ea.)  
Digital cameras for still & video 
LP grille, hall tree, ottoman or cof-
fee table for Yamhill 
Nature-related artwork  
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƛƴ ¸ŀƳƘƛƭƭΩǎ 
back room, bathroom & kitchen.  

Vehicles for donation  
Palm sander, utility trailer 

  

[ŜŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΧ 
c o n s i d e r  i n c l u d i n g   
Drift Creek camp 

 i n  y ou r  es ta te  p l an n ing.  
 
 

As always, thank you for your  
generous support!  

Parent and Me: The Paper Plate Award goes to camp pastors, Ann & Tom Ze-
lenka, who have retired after investing much time, energy and love into the Parent 
& Me program. ̧ h¦Ψ[[ .9 aL{{95Η Thanks to Rich & Karen Kropf & John & Nancy 
Histand families (above, including children & grandchildren!) for providing meals. 

High School Camp: The record breaking gathering of 78 campers resulted in abun-
dant energy! Camp pastor, Eric Ivanitsky, challenged campers to invest in their rela-
tionships with Christ and to live with intention. Thanks to cooks Sheryl Mast, Kar-
lene MacGregor, Luanne Berkey and Cheryl Garber, and to nurse Bonnie Heppner 
as well as to volunteers Derek & Ana Hostetler, on home-leave from MCC.  

Grades 7 & 8: Campers enjoyed The Amazing Race, Capture the Flag in the rain, 
chapels & firesides with Charlene Schrag. Thanks to nurse, Denise Diller, volunteers 
Brie Ediger & Laura Schlabach, and Stan, Vonnie, Jared & Jason Oyer who joined 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǇǊƛƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ  ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŎǊŜǿΦ 

Grades 5 & 6: Phil Rempel returned for his second year as pastor while Alicia 
Beachy was nurse for the first time. The cooks were Kari Stutzman, Ruth Hopkins, 
Kelli Bacher, Jan Wilson and Marla Hopkins. (Rumor has it that Sasquatch was 
sighted near the Amphitheatre that week!) 

Grades 3 & 4: Kevin Headings along with wife Dawn Headings served as pastor 
and nurse. Dora Ivanitsky spent the week volunteering in the office & Nature Cen-
ter. In the kitchen were Louise & John Gingerich, Urszella Balenkowski, Kelli 
Bacher & Tiffany Olivier. Many, many, many thanks to Glen Oesch for his dedi-
cated work throughout the summer season! 

Ann Zelenka  
with Dapnhe Kropf at 
Parent and Me Camp 



Want to learn more about wild mushrooms?  
5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ aǳǎƘǊƻƻƳ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΣ hŎǘΦ ноΣ ŀǘ 5//Η 

The event will be sponsored by Friends of the Straub Environmental Learning Center.  

Got hands? 
WE NEED YOURS TO HELP 

 IN THE KITCHEN: 

October 23-24 
October 29-31 
January 21-23 
February 18-20 
March 10-13 

April 1-3 
April 7-8 

 

Your help is greatly appreciated!  
 

We welcome individuals,  
youth groups, friends &  
families looking to serve.  

 

I f  interested, contact: 

G l e n  O e s c h 
503-370-2183 

foodservice@driftcreek.org  

For details & to register, visit www.driftcreek.org.  

Save the date:  
2010 Annual Meeting,  

November 5 -7: 

Chain saws buzzed, fly lines danced, 
arrows quivered ς and that was just 
half the fun at the Oregon Depart-
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΩǎ three-
day outdoor skills workshop at Drift 
Creek Camp May 29-31. 
   Sixty-three women participated in 
the program designed to teach skills 
and inspire confidence in outdoor 
activities such as hunting, fishing, 
campfire cooking, wood carving, 
outdoor photography, gps/map and 
compass reading, wilderness sur-
vival and water safety.  
   For participants it was a chance to 
learn and practice outdoor skills in 
the non-intimidating company of 
other women. For ODFW it was a 
chance to prepare potential new 
hunters and anglers for outdoor 
adventures. And it appears to have 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘΦ  άDƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 
has given me something that I enjoy 
doing for me, which as a stay at 
ƘƻƳŜ ƳƻƳ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅΣέ 
ǿǊƻǘŜ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΦ άLΩƳ 
ƘƻƻƪŜŘΦέ 
  This three-day event is one of sev-
eral sponsored by ODFW under the 
Becoming an Outdoor Woman ban-
ner. For more information about 
BOW or other outdoor skills classes 
for adults and families, visit ODFW 
at www.dfw.state.or.us 

-Mark Newell, Coordinator 

ODFW Enjoys DCC 

http://www.dfw.state.or.us

